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Joint parish council 

November 8, 2022 

 

Participants In Person: Catherine Lennox, Barbara Bruce, Moriah Gerhard, Gabe Pellegrino, Brian Weaver, Tony 

Gramza, David Geen, Fr. Sadhanala, Fran Glanton, Jeanne Mooney, Pat Schichler, Fr. Jim Schwartz, Ned Sayegh, 

Cathy Kamp, Patrick Sloan, Ray Garbach, Debi Land, Vera Tannous, Bill Crandall, Nancy Veronesi, Susan Gividen, Amy 

Johnson, Duncan Harris; On Zoom: Barbara Bauman, Carolyn Schlageter 

 

Pastor’s Report by Fr. Jim Schwartz 

 

Staff Update: Marc Magagnoli is returning to our sister parish and school staff starting Nov 28.  

• Technology expert for St Joseph’s school. 

• Holy Spirit – coordinate the  parish’s operations team; responsibility for overseeing maintenance issues; 
technology coordinator. (Cleaning now done by Perfection Cleaning.) 

• St Joseph’s Church – collaborates with the Finance Director in responding to work order requests. 
 

Bankruptcy Update:  

• Motion filed for $55 million survivor trust; insurance companies will potentially add to this trust. 

• Provides for participation by Diocese, parishes, and related Catholic entities. 

o A channeling injunction protects parishes from individual law suits. 

o A parish portions will be significant but can be covered with savings; operationa funds and the 

vibrancy of ministries will not be impacted. 

• NO CMA funds go to legal claims. 

• Resolution not expected until later in 2023. 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal Update 

• Holy Spirit has recorded pledges from 155 donors for $37,300, 42.39% of $88,000 goal. 

• St. Joseph’s has recorded pledge from 322 donors for $125,645, 57% of $219,000. 

 

QUESTIONS: 

• Will the $55 million be enough? How much is coming from insurance companies? The $55 million, if approved 

by Bankruptcy Court, would be the final total given by Diocese, parishes, and Catholic entities (St. Bernards, 

Catholic Charities, etc.). 

• What is the formula for determining parish contributions? This will be determined when the motion is 

approved by the Court. 

• Should Parish Council members be available after Masses to help answer questions? All are welcome to do 

so. 
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Co-Administrators by Fr. Jim and Cathy Kamp 

• Purpose: “The Church is at its best when it recognizes the talents of lay and ordained, men and women. We 

are better together when we share leadership, mission, the burden of responsibility, parish governance,” Fr. 

Jim said in announcing that he and Cathy Kamp, Pastoral Associate, will be co-administrators, an internal 

parish position. Fr. Jim noted that Cathy has unofficially acted in this role for a number of years in working 

with the Council, Collaboration Team, communications, etc. As he is “not getting any younger” it is time to 

make the role official. Cathy emphasized that this will be a gradual process as she welcomes the opportunity 

to get to know more people at Holy Spirit and is grateful for the relationships that have already been 

forming. 

• Deepening Our Sister Parish Mission: Time to deepen our parish mission and move to another stage of our 

collaboration – move beyond the statement of mission that we will embrace our two parishes as one 

Catholic community.  

• Listening sessions: As co-adminisrators, Fr. Jim and Cathy will host a series of listening sessions in both 

parishes, starting with our 5 secretaries – Kathy Best, Maria Crowe, Susan Faye, Roseanne Hazard, and 

Catherine Lennox next week. The next sessions will be following daily Masses in each parish. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

• “As someone from Holy Spirit, who knows both parishes, I see the value.” 

• Positive response to listening sessions. 

 

Parishioner Feedback by Deacon Duncan Harris 

• Feedback was received about communication on social outreach topics, specifically re: the Aug 14 bulletin 

and an invitation to explore what it means to be “white and privileged.”  

• Duncan, who leads the Holy Spirit and St. Joseph’s Social Outreach Team, explained that he placed the piece 

in the bulletin having received it from a diocesan source, Marcus Ebenhoe of Catholic Familuy Services, who 

sends a weekly communication with items for parishes to share. These were invitations to attend and learn 

about these issues – no coercion, or endorsement was implied. Duncan said he received both positive and 

negative feedback from parishioners who connected with him directly and it was an opportunity for 

disalogue that he welcomes. Duncan said that the Gospel calls us to learn and to dialogue with each other 

even on topics that are difficult, even when we disagree. Serving the poor and working for justice are what 

we as Catholics are called to do. 

• Duncan shared a video from the USCCB that addressed issues around voting, specifically that Catholcis are 

meant to build God’s Kingdom by participating in public life: “We are called to witness to Faithful Citizenship 

as we participate in the public square through political engagement and civil dialogue.” 

• We all need to be committed to social justice and to being a listening Church. We’re in this together. 

• There was comments about that our parishes must be able  discuss difficult topics without anger and 

resentment.   
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 

• Tony shared that he was invited by a group of about 13 Holy Spirit parishioners and 1 St. Joseph’s parishioner 

to attend a meeting on the topic of the bulletin invitation on white privilege. He relayed that the group 

thought that the piece did not belong in the bulletin and requested a meeting with Fr. Jim, Deacon Duncan 

Harris and Cathy Kamp. After Tony shared their concerns and meeting request with Fr. Jim, the group was  

invited to meet on a Sunday after Mass with Fr. Jim but declined. Fr. Jim invited the group to attend this 

Parish Council meeting and they declined. A separate meeting is planned with the group on Tues 11/29 at 

7:30pm at Holy Spirit. The group’s representative has agreed to provide a list of issues that will be discussed 

as well as who will attend. Fr. Jim has invited Deacon Duncan, Deacon Ray, Cathy Kamp, Ned Sayegh, Tony 

Gramza and Fr. Sadhanala to attend as representatives of the Collaboration Team. 

• Other comments: 

o Although we are talking about it now in the context of the Gospel, there was no mention of the 

Gospel or context in the bulletin piece. 

o It is divisive, feels like an attack, especially on white people who are poor and do not see themselves 

as privileged. 

o White privilege – what does that mean? 

o It’s a hot button issue. 

o People probably read the headline and stopped. 

o Why would someone read the headline and stop? Isn’t it their responsibility to learn more? 

o We need to define privilege – it isn’t just about money. 

o A story was shared about crossing the border with a group of white women and one Asian women. 

Only the Asian woman was stopped – sometimes privilege is just about the color of your skin. 

o Everyone is entitled to their opinion but we need to reach out and have a conversation. 

o How do we go forth? 

• We discussed that we need to not have our own opinions shut down or block messages or information 

others in the parish would be interested in. 

• Fr. Jim commented that racism is a real issue. We are all sinners and racism is a collective sin. We need to 

acknowledge our sin collectively. 

• Cathy commented that when we address difficult issues like privilege in the contect of adult formation and 

small group faith sharing there is an opportunity to learn and reflect and deepen our faith -- as our 

community did last year with the Love Your Neighbor program. People discussed and did not all agree but it 

was not divisive in that setting. 

 

Open Forum 

• Bill Crandall shared a request that the 3 parking spaces at the St. Joseph’s front entrance be designated as 

handicapped parking. 

• Patrick Sloan was introduced as a new Council member representing St. Joseph’s. 


